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development in an environment that 
will also better prepare them for later 
grade levels. While we work to teach 
your child and monitor their academic 
progress, it is important that you re-
member the importance of your child 
having excellent school attendance.  
After all, it is within our classrooms 
that the foundation of future academic 
success is built. Your child missing 
even a few days of school can have a 
significant impact on their understand-
ing of core content fundamentals. I en-
joyed speaking with many of you dur-
ing Kindergarten Orientation and Back 
to School Night. I believe that we are 
an educational community where a 
strong school – home connection is an 
important component towards support-
ing our children’s social and academic 
growth. I encourage you to become 
involved in our PTA, attend confer-
ences, and participate as a classroom 
guest when it is your child’s “special 
week”.  So, let us all enthusiastically 
welcome Autumn, the vibrant colors of 
the changing leaves, and the excited 
expressions on our children’s faces as 
they learn!  School has started and it is 
going to be a great year! 
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Welcome to the 2018 – 2019 school year! It is 
my hope that you have already heard your child 
speak of some of the exciting learning activities 
that have occurred in their classrooms and of 
new friendships that have been made during the 
initial month of school. It is my intent that this 
newsletter will serve as a valuable resource for 
all members of the Mary F. Janvier Elementary 
School community as a method of communi-
cating general and grade - level specific infor-
mation.  Although this segment of the newsletter 
entitled Mr. Kobik’s Corner will provide me 
with the opportunity to share with you general 
information as well as educationally relevant 
material, this entire publication will involve an 
array of students and staff.  You will notice that 
this edition contains information from the Relat-
ed Arts and Basic Skills Departments as well as 
material from each grade level, our School 
Counselor, and our School Nurse. This past 
summer was again a very busy one at our 
school. Teachers, Administrators, and Support 
Staff personnel participated in multiple trainings 
to ensure that your child will learn in an environ-
ment that builds fundamental subject matter un-
derstanding while developing advanced thinking 
skills.  Additionally, our foyer received security 
doors and a communication window while our 
main office doors and floors were upgraded. 
This school year will prove to be exciting as we 
continue to emphasize a centers – based ap-
proach that promotes small group and individu-
alized teacher – student contact time.  2nd Grade 
is also commencing a new scheduling structure 
that involves teacher cohorts so that the students 
experience specialized instruction in the areas of 
Math, Science, and Health from one teacher and 
instruction in English / Language Arts, Social 
Studies, and World Cultures from another.  It is 
believed that this new scheduling framework 
will further promote your child’s academic skill 

Mr. Kobik’s Corner 
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We have been very busy in the Art 
room creating amazing artworks 
using The Element of Art; Line! 

Students have been learning how 
Line can be varied and move in 
different directions. We have also 

been exploring how Line can be 
used for design or even to show a 
mood. Kindergarteners used cray-

ons and markers to draw several 
artworks using varied Line as well 
as an artwork where they glued 

paper lines in different directions. 
1st Graders have created their own 

September was a busy month in Mu-
sic class!  Our Kindergarten students  
learned many singing games and 
basic rhythms.  Now, they are listen-
ing and moving to movements 
of Carnival of the Animals by Camille 
Saint Saens.  Our First Graders have 
been listening to the Beatles and 
Chubby Checker.  Their favorite song 
is now Time Goes By.  We learned it 
during their first week of school, but 
the students are still requesting to sing 
it a month later!  Second Grade stu-
dents have been challenged this 
month by not only learning to 
sing America but by clapping and 

playing a triple meter beat, as 
well.  They also played chords on 
xylophones and accompanied 
themselves while singing!  Lastly, 
all students are learning to sing a 
scale using sign language!  

Out of the Art Room 

t-shirt designs using Line and then 
showed them off in a “fashion 

show”, followed by making a 3D 
Line sculpture. 2nd raders have 
combined varied and directional line 

in an artwork where their hand is 
filled with different horizontal lines, 
and then an artwork where they cre-

ated crazy hair using vertical and 
diagonal lines after getting inspira-
tion from the book, “Crazy Hair” by 

Neil Gaiman.  

may want to keep their book in their back-
pack when they are not reading it, so they 
always have it on library day.  Please ask 
your child to see their library book each 
week, and spend some time reading it to-
gether.  The library schedule is listed be-
low: 
Day 1: Taberne, Uhle, Manall, Santomero 
and Milano. 
Day 2: Garofolo, Shoemaker, Harner, Har-
rison and Micek/Klawitter. 
Day 3: Lloyd/Burrell, Serrano, Dalponte, 
Davis/Burkhardt and DiRaddo. 
Day 4: Nocentino, Bittner, Fisch, Mustaro 
and Iocona. 
Day 5: Masotti, Grochowski, Grundlock 
and Scott.  

We are always looking for volunteers 
in the library.  Parents and grandparents 

are welcome!  If you know someone 
who would be interested in volunteer-

ing one to two hours per week for the 
duration of the school year, please e-

mail me at:  

kmonahan@franklintwpschools.org.   

Your help is much appreciated, and no 
special skills are required.   

Welcome to the Library 

What’s Happening in Music Class 

 

Our library classes began on the very first 
day of school, and we have already learned 
so much about books and library man-
ners!  Book selection for Grades 1 and 2 
started the first full week of school, and 
Kindergarten students will begin book selec-
tion in October.  Each child received a spe-
cial Dr. Seuss library bag with their first 
book.  Please always keep your child's li-
brary book in a plastic bag in case of spills 
or leaks when in their backpack.  All stu-
dents are responsible for borrowing at least 
one library book throughout the year, and 
returning it on their library day each 
week.  Holidays and days off from school 
will change your child’s library day, so 
please check the school calendar.  Students 
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Counselor’s Office 

  The BSI Team recommends estab-
lishing routines for academically 
successful IRLA Reading at home. 

 Turn off TV, computers, phone, 
games 

 For 30 minutes each night, 
complete any combination of 
the following: 

    -   Observe your child reading 
       independently. 
    - Think and talk about the 
       book with your child  
       afterwards.   
    - Practice skills from the skills 
        card. 

     - Practice your child’s power 
       goal. 
     - Complete activities sent home  
       by  teacher. 
 Sign the Home Reading 
       Log 
 Pack up books for a safe return 
      to school each day. 

October is a very exciting month 
here at Janvier! Our character trait of 
the month for October is Respect. 
During the first week of October, 
New Jersey school districts celebrat-
ed the Week of Respect. Here at 
Janvier, staff and students teamed up 
to celebrate the Week of Respect 
with a school spirit week! Each day, 
students and staff were asked to par-
ticipate by following the spirit-wear 
dress schedule to show our commit-
ment for always having respect for 
ourselves and others. Students also 
participated in a school-wide "How 
Do You Show Respect" project. Stu-

dents and staff were asked to illus-
trate a message of respect on a 
small heart cut-out. The small 
hearts were formed together to 
make a giant heart display, which 
will be displayed in our All Pur-
pose Room during the month of 
October. I would like to thank all 
who participated in our 2018 Week 
of Respect school spirit week!   

Happy Fall to all!  We are wrap-
ping up our State required testing 
which includes height, weight, 
blood pressure, vision, hearing, 
and color blindness.  If you receive 
a letter from me, please sign and 
return so that I know that I have 
communicated clearly with you.  
Once I collect all the students’ in-
formation, I have to make you 
aware of any results outside of the 
normal range.  This is required 
from the State of NJ.  Kindergartn 

letters have already been mailed.  
Please remember that no matter 
which grade your child is in, they 
need spare clothes in their book bag   
as spills in the cafeteria are frequent.  
We have our first school party on 
October 26th.  Please remember that 
the school-wide menu will not be 
changing and only items on the list 
are approved.  Any food items that 
are sent in that are not on the ap-
proved list, will be sent home.  This 
will keep our children safe. 

Notes from the Nurse’s Office 
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Mrs. Dalponte’s Kindergarten 

class was delighted to take part 

in a very special Fall activi-

ty.  The class made their very 

own homemade apple 

sauce!  The entire class loved 

this fun and engaging activity 

that included skills in writing, 

reading and math!  The lesson 

started with a discussion about 

how we use different types of 

texts, one being a cookbook!  Stu-

dents predicted the ingredients 

(which was a lot of fun and fun-

ny!).  Then they counted and meas-

ured the ingredients.  Each student 

enjoyed writing their own recipe for 

the applesauce.  After smelling the 

delicious aroma, they finally com-

pleted their FAVORITE activity – 

taste testing the delicious treat!   

 

First Grade Celebrates Apple Week 

What’s Happening in Second Grade 

 Second Grade is off to a 
great start this school year! 
After establishing rules, ex-
pectations, and procedures, 
ELA students have been 
very busy working on read-
ing and writing. In Writing, 
we have focused on a small 
moment (personal narrative) 
piece. In Reading we have 
begun working at various  
ELA centers including inde-

pendent silent reading (we spent 
lots of time in the beginning of 
the year practicing our reading 
stamina!) as well as individual-
ized i-Ready lessons on 
Chromebooks. Please remember 
to read with your child at home 
each night as this is vital to their 
reading and writing success! We 
are looking forward to a won-
derful school year filled with 
growth!  

Fall has arrived and the First 
Grade students are celebrat-
ing the new season with Ap-
ple Week. The students will 
be learning about “Johnny 
Appleseed” and completing 
different apple related activ-
ities. This may include 
“Fall” or “apple” themed 
stories, apple tastings,  gra-
phing for math,  and apple 
writing activities. The stu-
dents are sure to enjoy these 
“sweet” activities! 

 


